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1
METHODS AND SYSTEMS TO SPLIT
EQUIPMENT CONTROL BETWEEN LOCAL
AND REMOTE PROCESSING UNITS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application Ser. No. 61/745,589, filed Dec. 22, 2012,
which is expressly incorporated herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1. Field of the Disclosure

The present invention relates to control of computer equip-
ment. In particular, examples of the present invention relate to
an approach for splitting control of computer equipment at a
customer location between the local equipment and remote
equipment.

2. Background

Many organizations such as businesses rely on computer
networks. Computer networks may frequently include local
computers such as work stations and servers and may also
interface with remote customer computers via the internet.
Frequently, computer networks have a gateway computer
which is responsible for management of network traffic. For
example, a computer may provide network security and man-
age both local network traffic and internet traffic. As network/
internet communications bandwidth has increased, demand
for rich content in documents, media, webpages, etc. has also
increased. As network traffic increases, it becomes increas-
ingly difficult for a gateway computer to manage network
traffic. It becomes cost prohibitive for many organizations to
maintain a gateway computer with sufficient processing
power and storage capacity to fully satisfy the network traffic
demands.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments of the
present invention are described with reference to the follow-
ing figures, wherein like reference numerals refer to like parts
throughout the various views unless otherwise specified.

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustrating various aspects of a com-
puter system according to the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustrating aspects of the computer
system.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustrating functional architecture of
software defined customer premises equipment.

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustrating aspects of the computer
system.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are schematics illustrating data transfer as
may be used by the computer system.

FIG. 7 is a schematic illustrating example components of a
customer premises equipment.

FIG. 8 is a schematic illustrating example components of a
remote vendor computer.

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond-
ing components throughout the several views ofthe drawings.
Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements in the figures are
illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not necessarily
been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of some of
the elements in the figures may be exaggerated relative to
other elements to help to improve understanding of various
embodiments of the present invention. Also, common but
well-understood elements that are useful or necessary in a
commercially feasible embodiment are often not depicted in
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2

order to facilitate a less obstructed view of these various
embodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the
present invention. It will be apparent, however, to one having
ordinary skill in the art that the specific detail need not be
employed to practice the present invention. In other instances,
well-known materials or methods have not been described in
detail in order to avoid obscuring the present invention.

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment”, “an embodiment”, “one example” or “an example”
means that a particular feature, structure or characteristic
described in connection with the embodiment or example is
included in at least one embodiment of the present invention.
Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one embodiment”, “in
an embodiment”, “one example” or “an example” in various
places throughout this specification are not necessarily all
referring to the same embodiment or example. Furthermore,
the particular features, structures or characteristics may be
combined in any suitable combinations and/or sub-combina-
tions in one or more embodiments or examples. In addition, it
is appreciated that the figures provided herewith are for expla-
nation purposes to persons ordinarily skilled in the art and that
the drawings are not necessarily drawn to scale.

Embodiments in accordance with the present invention
may be embodied as an apparatus, method, or computer pro-
gram product. Accordingly, the present invention may take
the form of an entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely
software embodiment (including firmware, resident software,
micro-code, etc.), or an embodiment combining software and
hardware aspects that may all generally be referred to herein
as a “module” or “system.” Furthermore, the present inven-
tion may take the form of a computer program product
embodied in any tangible medium of expression having com-
puter-usable program code embodied in the medium.

Any combination of one or more computer-usable or com-
puter-readable media may be utilized. For example, a com-
puter-readable medium may include one or more of'a portable
computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory
(RAM) device, a read-only memory (ROM) device, an eras-
able programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory) device, a portable compact disc read-only memory
(CDROM), an optical storage device, and a magnetic storage
device. Computer program code for carrying out operations
of'the present invention may be written in any combination of
one or more programming languages.

Embodiments may also be implemented in cloud comput-
ing environments. In this description and the following
claims, “cloud computing” may be defined as a model for
enabling ubiquitous, convenient, on-demand network access
to a shared pool of configurable computing resources (e.g.,
networks, servers, storage, applications, and services) that
can be rapidly provisioned via virtualization and released
with minimal management effort or service provider interac-
tion, and then scaled accordingly. A cloud model can be
composed of various characteristics (e.g., on-demand self-
service, broad network access, resource pooling, rapid elas-
ticity, measured service, etc.), service models (e.g., Software
as a Service (“SaaS”), Platform as a Service (“PaaS”), Infra-
structure as a Service (“TaaS”), and deployment models (e.g.,
private cloud, community cloud, public cloud, hybrid cloud,
etc.).

The flowchart and block diagrams in the flow diagrams
illustrate the architecture, functionality, and operation of pos-
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sible implementations of systems, methods, and computer
program products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or por-
tion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). It will also be noted that each block of the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustrations, and combinations of
blocks in the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustrations,
may be implemented by special purpose hardware-based sys-
tems that perform the specified functions or acts, or combi-
nations of special purpose hardware and computer instruc-
tions. These computer program instructions may also be
stored in a computer-readable medium that can direct a com-
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer-readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instruction means which implement
the function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block dia-
gram block or blocks.

The disclosure particularly describes how vendors may
manage load on customer networks. Particularly, the present
disclosure describes how a vendor may manage data process-
ing and data storage load on a gateway computer in a cus-
tomer network. A gateway computer is a computer which
controls network traffic within the network.

Referring to FIG. 1, an organization 10 may operate a
computer network 14. The organization may be a business,
educational institution, government institution, etc. The orga-
nization is typically referred to herein as a customer as they
may be a customer of a vendor who provides management
and reduction of gateway computer load as exemplified
herein. Additionally, third part users are discussed herein.
Third party users may be persons/computers that access the
network 14 or otherwise communicate with the network to
transmit or receive data.

The customer computer network 14 may include indi-
vidual computers such as workstations 18, a server 22, and a
gateway computer 26. Computers within the customer com-
puter network 14 may communicate with each other via a
network such as a local area network. Computers within the
customer computer network may also interact with a vendor
computer 30 and a third party computer 34 via the internet 38.
Itis appreciated that the various computers typically commu-
nicate with other computers via network devices such as
routers, switches, modems, etc.

By way of example, the customer 10 may be a business and
the customer network 14 may include employee computers
18 which may communicate with other employee computers
18 or a business server 22 and which may also communicate
with computers outside the customer network 10 such as third
party computers 34. In this context, the third party computers
34 may be data servers at other organizations. Third party
computers 34 may also include personal computers of per-
sons who receive products, services, or information from the
customer 10 and communicate with the customer 10, such as
by receiving information from a customer server 22.

A gateway computer 26 may manage network traffic within
the customer network 14. In one example, the gateway com-
puter may provide the customer 10 with comprehensive secu-
rity and may perform multiple security functions such as
network firewalling, network intrusion prevention, gateway
antivirus, gateway anti-spam, virtual private networks
(VPN), content filtering, load balancing, data leak prevention,
and reporting.

The vendor computer 30 may work with the gateway com-
puter 26 to manage the processing and data storage load of the
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gateway computer 26. Progress in computer design and
manufacturing has made computers, routers, internet service,
etc. increasingly more powerful and consumer demand in the
type and quality of content has similarly risen. As internet and
network bandwidth increase, gateway computers 26 fre-
quently become unable to manage network traffic at a price
point which is affordable by most companies.

In one example, a gateway computer 26 may perform net-
work security tasks for an organization 10. Broad types of
network security tasks may be referred to as unified threat
management (UTM). UTM tasks may include network secu-
rity tasks such as network firewalling, network intrusion pre-
vention, gateway antivirus, gateway anti-spam, virtual private
networking (VPN), content filtering, load balancing, data
leak prevention, and reporting.

As bandwidth has become more economically available
WAN link speeds are increasing dramatically. The result is
that a traditional UTM gateway 26 cannot perform all the
functions and maintain throughput o 200 Mbps plus at a price
point that many businesses can afford due to the increased
computation and storage requirements.

Computational and storage load is shared between the
gateway computer 26 and a remote vendor computer 30 to
permit the gateway computer to operate at a higher through-
put that otherwise possible. The vendor computer 30 provides
a scalable and elastic source of storage and computational
power.

The software, hardware, and associated components of a
customer computer system 14 may be programmed and con-
figured to implement one or more embodiments described
herein. A vendor computer 30 may communicate with a gate-
way computer 26 via a network connection or internet con-
nection 38 to assume computational and storage tasks per-
taining to network traffic through the gateway computer 26.
The vendor computer 30 and gateway computer 26 may use
hardware, firmware, software, etc. which allows the vendor
computer 30 to receive data which is directed towards the
gateway computer 26 and perform tasks 30 pertaining to the
gateway computer 26.

In one aspect, the present invention provides a method to
split the control of customer premises equipment (CPE) such
as a gateway computer 26 between an off-board central pro-
cessing unit (CPU) such as the CPU of vendor computer 30
and the CPU in the gateway computer 26 by storing the state
of the gateway CPE in the oft-board environment and updat-
ing that state when necessary and then coupling the off-board
environment to the actual CPE using software-defined net-
working (SDN) techniques.

For example, packet headers may be used to generate mean
opinion scores. This allows execution of the mean opinion
score (MOS) algorithm, which is expensive from a CPU
perspective, on an off-board processor. Similarly, other appli-
cations that might typically require full packets can be
executed on the off-board processor instead. For example
there are middle box security applications that invoke differ-
ent policies that do not need the full packet to make the policy
decision. These middle box applications can now be executed
in an oftboard environment freeing up the CPE CPU.

State may be used as a way to achieve split processing. The
physical CPE 26 may have a flow table that controls what
happens for each flow in progress or future flows that have
known characteristics. That flow table is also stored in the
virtual environment 30. In addition the other characteristics
of'the physical CPE 26 are modeled as a state and stored in the
virtual environment (i.e. the vendor computer 30). Typical
CPE services such as routing, firewall, etc. are run as rules
engines that can modify the state associated with a given CPE
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when needed. This solves the problem of having to run a
virtual instance of a router, firewall, etc. for each instance of
CPE 1in this split environment. Instead, each CPE is repre-
sented by a stored state and one logical router, firewall, etc. is
run that just modifies that state when necessary.

As the state of a flow is persistent to some extent this also
increases the performance of the CPE 26 by offloading the
heavier computational problems to the virtual environment
30 and then just asking to recompute when necessary. Thus
storing the state table in the physical CPE 26 and using that to
allow fast path processing through the CPE 26 improves CPE
throughput, reduces the amount of chatter on the control
channel (saving bandwidth and datacenter load) as well as
reducing the latency associated with previous split processing
models.

Survivability rules may be used in the split processing
model and the algorithms to detect when to go into surviv-
ability mode, for which applications, and when to revert.

Service Providers and enterprise networks are populated
with a large number and an increasing variety of proprietary
hardware appliances. To launch a new network service often
requires either a change to the proprietary hardware device or
adding an additional device. Finding the space, power, capi-
tal, and skilled personal to design, integrate, and operate these
increasingly complex appliances is becoming harder and
harder. Moreover, hardware-based appliances rapidly reach
end of life, requiring much of the procure-design-integrate-
deploy cycle to be repeated with little or no revenue benefit.
Worse, the product lifecycles are becoming shorter as tech-
nology and services innovation accelerates, inhibiting the roll
out of new revenue earning network services and constraining
innovation in an increasingly network-centric connected
world.

Network functions virtualization (NFV) is used as an alter-
native to the hardware appliance centric approach with the
goal of transforming the way that operators architect net-
works by utilizing I'T virtualization technology to consolidate
many network equipment types onto industry standard high
volume servers, switches and storage, which could be located
in remotely in data centers, in network nodes and even in the
end user premises. Network functions may be implemented in
software that can run on a range of industry standard server
hardware, and that can be moved to, or instantiated in, various
locations in the network as required, without the need for
installation of new equipment.

In the hardware appliance model, all of the functionality to
deliver a service is resident in the appliance and the resulting
management of multiple appliances is cumbersome and
expensive. In the NFV model all traffic is back hauled to a
data center where middle box applications running on virtual
machines deliver the functionality that is the service to the
end customer. Previous NFV models, however, are inefficient
in that all traffic is routed through a data center.

Software-defined CPE is hybrid solution that optimizes
service deployment. Functionality that is more optimally run
in a hardware appliance may be run in that appliance and
functionality that is more optimal to run on a virtual machine
is run on that virtual machine. Software-defined CPE is a
flexible framework that leverages software defined network-
ing and virtualization to deliver services quickly and at lower
cost. Software-defined CPE may use co-operative cloud pro-
cessing, and may typically be open, flexible, multi-tenant,
and quick to update.

Software-defined CPE splits the control plane and the for-
warding plane using software defined networking protocols
(OpenFlow) but also optimizes the interaction between the
control plane and forwarding plane.
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Some middle box applications are more efficient to run in
the NFV model and some functions are better suited for the
hardware appliance on CPE. NAT, Firewall, network access
control, session boarder controller, routing, wireless access
point management are all services that are CPE centric. Web
proxy services on the other hand may be more efficiently run
as an application on a virtual machine in the data center.

This leads to two additional problems. First, any traffic that
needs to go through an application running in the data center
needs to be segmented out at the CPE device and forwarded to
the data center and any return traffic needs to follow a path
back through the middle box application in the data center.
The solution to this problem is to use flows and OpenFlow
tables to direct traffic as necessary. This means that each flow
type must be identified, classified, and then have an appropri-
ate policy applied. The addition of software defined network-
ing through OpenFlow to the CPE device makes the NFV
model more efficient by forwarding only the required traffic
to the data center.

In order to make the CPE based services more efficient the
processing of the services can be offloaded to the data center.
In cases such as mean opinion score (MOS) scoring to mea-
sure voice or video call quality or middle box services such as
intrusion detection system (IDS)/intrusion prevention system
(IPS), packet headers can be forwarded to the application
running in the data center such that the CPE device 26 does
not have to burdened with running the algorithm for MOS or
the IDS/IPS. If the situation warrants, all packets could be
duplicated and/or the originals packets in a designated flow
could be routed to through the algorithm. When a packet
arrives at the physical CPE hardware appliance 26, the soft-
ware in the CPE checks to see if a rule exists on what to do
with the flow associated with that packet. If a rule exists then
the flow is handled in accordance with the rule set.

Ifa rule set does not exist, then either the CPE 26 identifies
what the packet is or the packet is forwarded to the data center
30 for classification. Once the packet is classified, then the
appropriate flow rule set is calculated and result is stored in
the virtual CPE instance as well as promulgated to the physi-
cal CPE device 26. If the flow is something that requires
continuous inspection for the generation of flow statistics like
MOS or other middle box functions, then just the packet
headers are duplicated or forwarded to the MOS application
running in the data center or the other middle box function
running in the data center. This offload technique of using
packet headers is applicable to any service that uses packet
statistics for traffic analysis, quality analysis, or many middle
box functions that require deep packet inspection.

In addition, in order to maximize the throughput of the
hardware appliance, a split processing model may be utilized.
FIG. 2 illustrates this at a high level. The upper left side 42 of
FIG. 2 shows third party applications running in a virtual
environment (i.e. on vendor computer 30). The software-
defined CPE forwards traffic to these third party applications
as required. The upper right side 46 of FIG. 2 shows the set of
applications that are resident as CPE-based services and also
depicts the split processing model. In the split processing
model, flow rules are used to start, stop, and modify flows, but
the rules are only updated where it is necessary. This is done
by modeling the state of the physical CPE 26 and storing it in
the virtual environment 30. When an update to the state of the
physical CPE 26 is necessary, a looping software process that
contains the update rule set is used to calculate the necessary
changes which are then used to update the virtual state model
as well as modify the flow tables in the physical device.

As a result, the amount of bandwidth consumed by the
control channel as well as the latency introduced by making
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forwarding decisions in the data center is reduced. When a
packet arrives at the physical CPE device 26 it is identified by
its source IP address, source port, transport protocol, higher
level protocol, and, if desired, cryptographic identification.
The physical CPE blocks the flow from proceeding until a
flow rule set is located that allows the flow to proceed. The
flow rule could be cached in the physical CPE device, or the
physical CPE device may have to request a rule from the
virtual CPE running in the data center 30. So the software-
defined CPE may first provide network access control. Every
flow may have a rule set associated with it and that rule set can
be controlled via policy.

The generation and storage of this rule set and the modeling
of physical CPE virtually by storing state is unique. The rule
set represents the state of a given flow at a point in time. The
rule set is updated by a software process that runs as a con-
tinuous loop on an off-board processor such as in computer
30. This off-board processor could be a processor in an appli-
ance in a service provider’s point of presence, it could be a
processor running on a blade server, or it could be a virtual
machine. When the rule set is in need of an update the appro-
priate rules process is fed the information pertaining to a data
packet to generate the update and the output is used to modify
the rule set. This new rule set is then stored in the virtual CPE
instance and is also sent to the physical CPE. The physical
CPE then uses that rule set for that flow until either a timer
expires, the flow terminates, or the rule set requires updating.

An example is the session initiation protocol (SIP) appli-
cation-level gateway (ALG) necessary to preform SIP net-
work address translation (NAT) on the CPE device. In the
physical appliance model, the SIP ALG runs natively on the
device. This entails identifying different types of traffic,
copying the SIP traffic to the ALG where itis parsed, arule set
is invoked to identify needed modifications, modifications are
performed and SIP traffic is forwarded. In the case of SIP, an
INVITE is a dialog-creating event and has state associated
with it. The SIP ALG maintains the state of what modifica-
tions should be performed on a given dialog. However, the
ALG computes this continuously which creates an unneces-
sary continuous load on the CPU of the CPE 26. In addition,
changes to the ALG rule set require a code update to the
firmware on the appliance. If only one appliance in a deploy-
ment of thousands of devices requires this rule update, a
managed service provider must certify and update all devices
to avoid have many different instances of software running
with different characteristics.

In the software-defined CPE model, the processing is split
between the physical hardware appliance on CPE 26 and a
virtualized environment on computer 30. The SIP parser or
partial SIP parser still runs on the CPE device although it may
also berun in an off board process on computer 30. The ability
to modity the SIP protocol may still run on the CPE device.
The rules for moditying SIP messages and the rules engine
runs in an off-board process on computer 30. This allows the
rules to be updated independent of the firmware on the physi-
cal hardware appliance and allows faster processing as well as
independent rules for each CPE instance.

The different processes in the physical CPE 26 are modeled
as the state of the CPE and stored as such in virtual CPE
environment on computer 30. So, in the case of a SIP dialog
initiation, the physical CPE device classifies the flow or sends
the flow to an off board process for classification. This clas-
sification is accomplished by inspecting the packet headers
and may be performed either with hardware assist or via
software on the physical CPE device or similarly in an off
board process on computer 30. Once the flow is classified as
a SIP flow, a SIP parser again either running with hardware
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assist, in software on the physical CPE or in an off board
process classifies the message as an INVITE with session
description protocol (SDP).

The parsing function also ensures that the message is prop-
erly formatted. The message is then put through a series of
flow tables that contain the rules to match source IP, source
port, and the information in the From header. If necessary, the
identity is confirmed using RFC 3325, 4474 in order to ensure
that the user has the authority to send and INVITE and to
determine if any special rules such as logging or recording are
required. If an existing flow table entry has the necessary rules
for modifying the INVITE and SDP, those rules are invoked
and the modification made. If an existing flow table entry does
not contain the necessary rules, a request is made to the virtual
environment 30 where the rules engine computes the neces-
sary rules/changes to the rules tables. This change is then
stored as state in the virtual environment 30 and a flow table
update is transmitted to the physical hardware appliance 26.
The state in the virtual environment 30 represents the physical
CPE 26 at a point in time and the state is updated as necessary.
This changes a compute problem into a storage problem.

The physical CPE 26 in the software-defined CPE model
can also send packets that it cannot identify or where it is more
efficient to identify the packet in the off-board processor 30.
For example, it is not necessary to run a SIP parser or partial
SIP ALG on the physical CPE. The INVITE packet(s) can be
sent to an application running in the off-board environment
that performs the functions described above. In this case, all
that the CPE 26 retains is a cached rule set for a flow and all
identification, manipulation, and rules computation is done in
the off-board processor. The storage of the state of the flows
in the virtual CPE is identical in either case.

Likewise, if a SIP INVITE is received from outside the
CPE, the CPE will forward the information to the virtual
environment where the rules engine will determine what to
do. This will update the state of the CPE 26 in the virtual
environment 30 as well as the state of the flow table in the
physical appliance environment. This same concept holds
true for routing, all other ALG functions, IDS/IPS functions,
firewall functions, network access control and wireless access
point management and control as examples.

The flow table updates to the physical appliance take place
through the OpenFlow protocol and as an extension of the
OpenFlow protocol including updates through the CPE man-
agement channel.

In a deployment with millions of CPE devices, each CPE
device can be treated as a virtual CPE instance that is modeled
as state and, as a result, policies can be applied to each of the
virtual instances separate from any other instance.

An additional benefit of this architecture is that the central-
ized logic allows the system to learn from an individual
device. For example if CPE1 was providing SIP trunking for
PBX1 and the customer upgraded software of PBX1, result-
ing in interoperability problems, then the system can collect
the signature associated with the signaling of this event, and
when a patch is available that patch can be inserted into the
rules. Then if PBX2 behind CPE2 is updated to the same
firmware release as PBX1, the system has the signature and
can apply the patch to CPE2. In this manner, patches are
applied only where they are needed.

In addition, the concept of flow tables and using a central
rules engine that updates flow table to control and manipulate
packet flows on CPE also allows for faster patching of
interoperability issues or resolution to security threats. The
physical CPE 26 will block a flow that is not in its flow tables.
This inherently provides a firewall function. It then formats a
request that contains the output of the protocol decomposition
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engine (parser) and sends it to the virtual services environ-
ment. The virtual services environment will attempt to gen-
erate a rule in the form of a flow table update that can be sent
to both the virtual CPE 30 and physical CPE 26. If the virtual
services environment cannot generate a rule because the input
is unknown, then the virtual services environment will store
the output of the CPE as a signature.

A set of templates is used in the virtual services environ-
ment to generate the flow table updates. These templates
represent the desired action in man readable format to be
taken for the collected signature. When a new signature is
acquired an administrator can use the template to define the
desired result which programs the virtual services environ-
ment to take the required action. For example ifa SIP INVITE
arrived from a recently upgraded phone or a new phone and
that INVITE contains a header that isn’t in the flow table on
physical CPE, it is likely that the virtual services environment
cannot generate a flow table update. A signature of that
INVITE is then generated, and the system creates an alarm.
The administrator can then log in and access a template that
shows all of the known fields in a SIP INVITE message
including areas where free form data is allowed. The admin-
istrator can fill in those fields with appropriate values. This
template is then stored and the virtual services environment is
now programmed to take the actions listed in the template any
time that signature is detected.

These templates can be applied to messages exiting the
physical CPE 26 on any interface. If the template does not
contain the necessary fields to make the desired modification
then a template generator can be accessed to create a new
template with the necessary fields. This capability signifi-
cantly reduces the cost of deploying managed services where
interoperability is an issue. When something doesn’t work in
today’s system, the end user contacts the managed service
provider, the managed service provider must trouble shoot
and escalate to the equipment supplier, the equipment sup-
plier must trouble shoot and escalate to engineering, engi-
neering must supply and test a fix, that fix is then tested by the
managed service provider, and finally deployed on the CPE
box for the end user. In the present system the managed
service provider can simply modify a template, test it, and
load it into the virtual services environment and the problem
is resolved. In addition, the system as a whole now has the
signature and related fix.

This is also useful for disaster recovery or movement of
CPE, as the state of the CPE 26 stored in the virtual environ-
ment 30 can be used to update a different physical device as a
new CPE. For example, if one wished to have a “follow the
sun” call center, the new physical location could be brought
on line by simply downloading the state of CPE in the current
location and applying this state to the new CPE in the new
location. Once the new location has taken over all calls, then
the old location could be shut down.

For high availability, the stored state of the CPE 26 is
replicated through a distributed data base model and multiple
instances of the virtual environment are run simultaneously.
As the CPE 26 is multi-homed, the CPE continues to com-
municate with the other instance(s) if a virtual instance fails.

To perform a software upgrade of a virtual environment 30,
the new software is installed and started, and the state of the
virtual CPE as well as the configuration state and the state of
the system are all copied from the running instance to the new
instance. The new instance(s) is added to the homing of the
physical CPE 26 and then the CPE is switched or failed over
to the new instance(s). Once all physical CPE have been
homed onto the new software, the old version is shut down.
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In the case of failure of the virtual environment 30, with
traffic being run through a middle box application in that
virtual environment, the normal route updates will cause traf-
fic to be rerouted to the running environment(s). However, as
the physical CPE is multi-homed and can detect almost
immediately the loss of a virtual environment, it will route
traffic to one of the running environments which can signifi-
cantly shorten route convergence time.

In addition, for end customers that are concerned about loss
of connectivity to the control plane, either through WAN
failure or data center outage causing a complete loss of ser-
vice, the physical CPE device 26 can optionally be deployed
with a “survivability option”. This mode of operation would
be entered when the physical CPE 26 loses connectivity with
the virtual environment 30. In this case, the physical CPE runs
areduced feature set on its CPU. Basic routing, voice or video
calling, and other basic networking needs are met. When the
virtual environment 30 is restored, the physical CPE 26
reverts to the split mode of processing.

Failure is detected by loss of L1 through L.7. (Where L1
represents the physical layer, 1.2 represents the data link layer,
L3 represents the network layer, L4 represents the transport
layer, LS represents the session layer, L6 represents the pre-
sentation layer, and L7 represents the application layer) The
physical CPE hardware is monitored for L1 and L2 failures. If
a failure at this level is determined, then the CPE fails over to
its survivability mode of operation. If .1 and L2 are available,
then the algorithm uses [.3-1.7 messages to determine avail-
ability. If the physical CPE is passing traffic, then it must be
communicating periodically with both the network controller
50, the management controller, and the data path controller
shown in FIG. 2. The network communications broker in FIG.
2 is responsible for the encapsulation/decapsulation tunnel as
well as moving traffic to and from the various controllers. If
L1 & L2 are available, the survivability algorithm checks [.3
through ICMP or other layer 3 protocols, and tunnel avail-
ability by communicating with the network communications
broker. The management controller is responsible for know-
ing the state of the system. It knows which applications are
available and which are not. It reports application availability
to the physical CPE devices 26. The physical CPE devices
store the application availability in a system state table.

In this manner the CPE can have multiple variants of sur-
vivability mode. If only one application is not available then
that single application can be started in survivability mode of
operation in the physical CPE box 26. I[f multiple applications
are not available, then the applicable applications can be
stated in survivability mode. If the network communication
broker or any of the controllers are not available, then the
physical CPE fails over into complete survivability mode of
operation. The network communications broker will send a
failure message to CPE if it loses communication with a
controller. Even in a multi-homed high availability deploy-
ment, if all network communication brokers report to physi-
cal CPE controller unavailability, then the CPE will fail over
to survivability mode of operation.

If the physical CPE box 26 is not passing traffic, then it
periodically checks the health of the system by initiating
communication with the network communications broker
and the management controller.

Restoration of the physical CPE 26 to split mode process-
ing involves the CPE detecting availability of the virtual
environment 30 and the virtual environment notifying the
CPE of availability. The physical CPE hardware reports
L1/1.2 availability, and for layers 3-7 the physical CPE will
attempt layer 3 requests periodically. The amount of service
availability in a survivability mode corresponds to the amount
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of network availability. If an upstream route is available but
the virtual environment 30 is not, then the physical CPE 26
has a network connection and the services are limited by the
software contained in the physical CPE. When the network
communications broker is restored, it notifies the physical
CPE 26 to initiate the register sequence with the network
communications broker. The network communications bro-
ker does so using an algorithm that prevents all physical CPE
26 from attempting to register simultaneously and causing
overload. Once the physical CPE 26 is reconnected to the
network communications broker, the physical CPE 26 asks
the management controller for application availability to
update its system application state table and transmits the
CPE state so it can be stored the virtual environment 30. To
prevent cycling of the physical CPE between split mode and
survivability mode on reoccurring intermittent failures timers
are used to back off the restoration attempts.

FIG. 3 depicts the functional architecture of the software-
defined CPE. The following is a high level functional descrip-
tion of each of the elements.

Components

A. Cloud Platform Harness

Audit 110: Provides a running log of all operations on
platform for compliance and security requirements.

Security/RBAC 114 provides role-based controls to ensure
that only the appropriate people perform the appropriate
functions on the system. Security 114 is also responsible for
password management, attacks from external entities (pass-
word guessing), etc. Security 1124 is also responsible for
integrating with potential LDAP or SQL system stores for
SP’s user databases. RBAC will typically be across two levels
of tenancy—{irst SP, and then the end-organization.

Messaging 118 provides a queue-based management sys-
tem that allows interlayer or inter-component communication
in a scalable and reliable manner. Messaging layer is reliable
and provides HA as well as persistence.

System Management 122 consists of the logic to handle
disaster recovery, high availability, the deployment of the
product itself, system configuration, auto-scaling, system
health if relevant (might be broken into different pieces)

API 126 may provide a data-driven API to manage multiple
different client presentation layers (most likely JSON-based
RESTful API). The API may include Middlebox APIs which
allow for communication and coordination with external
middlebox functions such as IPS, IDS, Web Proxies, includ-
ing load-balancing, scaling, instantiation. This could also
work both ways and the EW might be asked to perform the
functions of load balancing, load monitoring, etc. or the
orchestration layer might take on those tasks. Monitoring 130
provides visibility into the internal statistics of the various
components, including queue lengths, response times, health,
etc. and may validate the health and external performance
elements of the system. Configuration/Other APIs may pro-
vide APIs for OSS systems to configure and interact with the
overall system.

B. Database Elements

A Persistence/Caching Layer 134 provides logic that fig-
ures out how to store information in the database and provides
caching if needed for frequently accessed objects. Indexing/
Search 138 provides search augmentation for database
objects to provide free-text or intelligent searches of objects
within the system such as CPEs, sites, users, and potentially
flows as well. All of the appropriate scopes should be
respected for RBAC. The Indexing/Search handles the
semantics of a working set of results. DB replication 142
handles replication for the databases.
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A database layer 146 may include the following databases:
CPE config 150 holds the configuration of all the CPEs, and
may be versioned. System and Sites configuration 154 holds
the configuration of the cloud system 30, all the necessary
config files, and site information, and may be versioned. CPE
state store 158 stores a live state of the CPE devices 26,
including flow information statistics as well as relevant state
table entries for any protocol elements that are running on the
CPE (essentially vCPE state). System and sites state store 162
stores state and other running information of the system as
well as relevant configuration information, including any sta-
tistics. Logging 166 logs data for the system. Different mod-
ules may all log into a single logging table that may provide
ability to index and search the logs (via the indexing layer
138). An Archival Layer 170 may provide a module to pull
information into archives for subsequent storage.

C. CPE Communication Elements

A Network Communications Broker 174 may provide
messaging and communications that manages all connections
with multiple CPEs 26. The Network Communications Bro-
ker handles optimization, prioritization, compression, as well
as connection security, health etc.

Network Controller 178 provides flow and access-based
controls on the CPE. This may be an openflow++ portion of
the design. A Management controller 182 pay provide real-
time and slow-time, configuration, upgrade, systems, status,
monitoring, troubleshooting, and provisioning of the CPE.
The Network Controller 178 may provide a TR-69 mecha-
nism/NetFlow collector and use that as kind of record to
update the representation of state—management data on
flows—standardized mechanism. A Datapath controller 186
may manage communication of datapath into the virtual CPE
services bus. CPE Manager 190 manages the functions on the
CPE with regard to configuration/OAM, certificate manage-
ment, as well as network controller functions.

D. CPE Application Logic

Data Access Services 194 provides abstraction layer to the
persistence and database backend as appropriate. IF the sys-
tem includes multiple stores, this manages the appropriate
aspects of it, also invokes optionally the indexing and search
services as necessary. CPE Object Access 198 provides the
CPE object models abstraction for the ditferent services, pro-
tects changes in the underlying storage methods (state, config
elements) from the upper-level access methods.

The CPE application logic may also provide the following
managers:

A Tenant Manager manages the different tenants on the
system and provides visibility into which tenants the CPEs
belong to. There will typically be at least two level of tenancy:
for end-user customer and for the service providers. A Loca-
tion Manager manages the locations of the different CPEs and
the appropriate hierarchy. A CPE Applications Management
manages the applications that run on each of the virtual
CPEs—e.g. routing services, firewall services. Rights of the
tenants to access each of the services will also typically be
embedded within this component. The Applications manage-
ment may interact with billing to ensure that customers are
appropriately billed for services used.

A Provisioning/Configuration manager handles the provi-
sioning and configuration of each individual CPE 26, getting
them to the appropriate firmware build and configuration
files. Integration with OSS systems is managed by this com-
ponent as well. A Billing manager monitors any billable com-
ponents of the system, and captures appropriate information
for subsequent integration with external BSS systems. A
Troubleshooting component provides appropriate visibility
services to either browser Ul or CPE requests for trouble-
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shooting. The troubleshooting component also handles per-
missions-based granting of temporary troubleshooting privi-
leges to support staff (i.e. customer can provide temporary
super-user/logged rights for support to come in).

Reporting and Alerting Services may provide a component
for handling reporting, status and alerting based on thresholds
or other alarms. Since this component manages the sub-ser-
vices for availability, statistics and performance, it has the
necessary visibility into setting up alerts as needed. Availabil-
ity tracks the availability for each of the CPEs in the system.
Status/Statistics tracks the status and key statistics of the
CPEs in the system. This will typically either be timer/loop
driven from the head-end or event driven from the CPE side,
with the former preferred to ensure consistent health check-
ing Performance tracks the performance attributes of the CPE
in terms of B/W utilization, compute, CPU cycles, memory
etc.

A Virtual Services Manager 202 is a component that coor-
dinates with the CPE service bus; coordinating which vCPE
instances will run which services in what order, and ensure
that as events come in, that they are appropriately routed to the
appropriate CPE service.

E. CPE Service Bus

A CPE Service Bus 206 may include the following ser-
vices: Voice Services is a collection of services that deal with
voice traffic such as SIP proxies or SBCs or SIP trunking
capabilities. This service typically includes MOS scoring or
other VoIP-based capabilities. Routing Services provides
routing services that will run as a proxy for the end-point
CPE, including protocols such as BGP, OSPF, RIP. Security
Services provides security services such as NAT and firewall,
or IDS. Network Management Services provides manage-
ment of local wired networks, including functions such as
network access control or network partitioning for compli-
ance purposes (e.g. HIPAA, PCI compliance via VLAN man-
agement). Wireless Management Services provides capabili-
ties for managing wireless APs at edge locations, may include
basic services for Edgewater or white-label APs and OEMed/
3rd-party solutions for branded AP management.

F. External Elements

The system may interact with various external elements
such as a web Browser 210 which may allow administrators to
interact with the system. A VM/service orchestration element
214 may provide either (a) functions that return necessary
network configuration based on request for a specific
resource from the service catalog (with tenant and CPE con-
text) or (b) functions that are used to call into to provision new
services with the administrator of the remote system 30 fig-
uring out how to spin up instances of virtual services. In (a),
the orchestration module takes care of load-balancing, load-
leveling etc. while in (b), the administrator of the remote
system 30 will be expected to handle those functions. A
Service catalog 218 may include a list of appropriate external
middlebox services that are available for the CPEs to connect
to. An OSS/BSS integration module 222 allows communica-
tion with the in-house OSS/BSS systems for configuration,
provisioning, monitoring, reporting and billing.

Threat Management

As discussed above, the system is particularly adapted to
providing unified threat management. Unified Threat Man-
agement (UTM) may provide a comprehensive security solu-
tion by providing network firewalling, network intrusion pre-
vention, gateway antivirus, gateway anti-spam, VPN, content
filtering, load balancing, data leak prevention, and reporting.
Providing threat management may significantly increase the
burden on a gateway computer 26. The type and nature of
security threats have increased with bandwidth and network
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utilization. As a result, it becomes increasingly difficult to
maintain a gateway computer 26 which is capable of provid-
ing threat management and network/internet access while
maintaining throughput speed at a cost eftective price.

The following components or modules may be utilized in
an exemplary system which may function as a UTM system.

UTM Executive

Network Interfaces

One or more physical network interfaces (LAN or WAN)
may be utilized. The interfaces may support Ethernet via the
core CPE hardware or other types of interface (ATM or DSL)
via optional daughter boards.

vSwitch

The vSwitch is a Software Switch and is a production
quality, multilayer virtual switch. vSwitch can operate both as
a soft switch running within the hypervisor, and as the control
stack for switching silicon. When deployed on the CPE, it is
used as the control stack for the switching silicon and exposes
the control capabilities using an OpenFlow compliant API.

Linux Networking Stack

All the UTM components integrate with the Linux Net-
working Stack, which provides basic [.2/[.3 switching and
routing capabilities for the system.

OpenFlow API

Control of the switching silicon is achieved using the Open
Flow API, supported by vSwitch or via a natively OpenFlow
implementation that sits on top of the switching silicon and
supplied by the switching silicon vendor.

OpenFlow Controller (CPE Local or Cloud)

The OPF Controller presents an API (called the North-
bound Interface) for the UTM system that allows flows to be
added, modified and removed from the switching layer. It also
provides a query interface that can be used to query system
capabilities, gather statistics etc.

Quality of Service (QoS) Layer

The CPE supports traffic shaping (rate limiting), packet
scheduling algorithms and congestion avoidance using queue
management techniques such as RED and WRED. Addition-
ally, the CPE supports Differentiated Service by setting the
DiffServ field in the IP header for packet classification pur-
poses. QoS capabilities may be implemented by functions
inherent in the Linux networking stack. Alternatively, QoS
functions may be implemented by OpenFlow, which has a
rich API for packet queuing.

Transient Termination Service (CPE Local)

This component may also be referred to as the Connection-
oriented Traffic Classifier and it provides a temporary end-
point for TCP connections initiated by client applications.
Together with the DPI engine, it allows the CPE to accurately
classify application protocols and apply the policy-driven
traffic handling strategy.

Connectionless Traffic Classifier (CPE Local)

Sitting alongside the Transient Termination Service, this
component provides protocol traffic classification for con-
nectionless (non TCP) traffic, such as ICMP and UDP traffic.

Deep Packet Inspection (DPI) (CPE Local or Cloud)

The DPI engine inspects the traffic sent between client and
server applications and uses the information in the packets to
classify the application protocol. DPI is also used to parse
headers, URIs and other pertinent fields from the data stream.

Malware Scanning Engine (Cloud)

The cloud-hosted Malware Scanning Engine is used when
the policy indicates that cloud-based malware scanning of the
application payload is required.

TCP Connection Splicing (CPE Local & Cloud)

In cases where the handling policy dictates that the CPE
should processing the application traffic using local fast-path,
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the UTM module on the CPE uses the TCP Connection Splic-
ing function to jointhe client’s TCP connection to the server’s
TCP connection and remove itself from the packet path
entirely. After splicing, data packets sent between client and
server are handled by the IP layer within the Linux kernel.

Policy Decision Point (CPE Local)

The CPE Policy Decision Point (PDP) processes policy
requests on behalf of the UTM module and returns a policy
response containing an action (permit or deny) and optionally
attributes that specify parameters such as timeouts, QoS, ToS,
or other similar session parameters for the UTM to enforce.

To improve processing efficiency, the CPE PDP maintains
an in-memory cache of policies that are checked against each
Policy Request. When a request is received, the PDP checks
the cache to see if any policies match the application protocol.
Ifthe cache does not contain a matching policy, the PDP asks
the Policy Server in the cloud whether it can supply any
applicable policies that match the application protocol. The
PDP adds the new policies to the cache and then evaluates the
policy decision.

Policy Server (Cloud)

If the CPE’s policy cache does not contain a policy that
matches the application protocol, then PDP asks the Policy
Server in the cloud whether it can supply any applicable
policies that match the application protocol.

In order for a DPI package to classify traffic it must exam-
ine several packets in a flow; typically between 4 to 7. For an
IPS system the entire flow may be monitored. For AV or data
leak prevention files that are transferred via FTP, SMTP,
POP3, or other data transfer mechanism need to be scanned in
their entirety. As a result UTM devices typically perform 2
functions on connection oriented traffic like TCP. They delay
binding such that the first data packet from the client can be
examined before it is sent to the server and if a flow is not
deemed to be a threat the traffic is spliced to a fast path where
it is no longer inspected.

TCP splicing is a technique to splice two connections
inside the kernel, so that data relaying between the two con-
nections can be run at near router speeds. This technique can
be used to speed up layer-7 switching, web proxy and appli-
cation firewall running in the user space. The TCP splicing
module handles fix ups of TCP sequence numbers, copying of
data within the IP layer of the kernel, resolves mismatched
MTU and timeout settings for the two separate TCP connec-
tions that are spliced together.

The system may include two splices and one splice may
span from the CPE to the cloud. A first splice is performed on
CPE. We delay the TCP binding on CPE by emulating the
server for the connection oriented handshake plus the first
data packet. Once the flow has been classified as a result,
policy can be applied. If the policy is anything other than
“monitor local” (i.e. keep the flow going through the DPI
module on the CPE), TCP splicing is used. For the policy
action “local fast path” the splice is used to remove the flow
from user space which consumes more CPU and insert it into
kernel space which is more efficient. If the policy action is
“proxy cloud” then an out of channel message is sent to the
SW in cloud. These messages contain the information (des-
tination IP address, destination port, protocol, and 1st data
packet) so that cloud SW can emulate the client that is on the
protected side of the CPE to the server. In the case of TCP, the
cloud SW sends a SYN to the server that the client on pro-
tected side of the CPE sent. The server will then respond with
a SYN/ACK. The cloud SW will respond with an ACK and
then the first data packet. The traffic flowing through the CPE
doesn’t need to be in user space as there isn’t any application
level work being done. The traffic needs to be moved through
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the CPE in the most efficient way possible and, as a result, a
splice is done in CPE to move the traffic out of user space.
Likewise, the traffic running between the cloud SW and the
CPE can also be spliced to optimize its throughput.

A transparent proxy may be utilized by terminating a con-
nection by delaying the binding to the requested server until
enough information can be gathered to make a decision and
then originating the connection to the server. A split transpar-
ent proxy places the halves of the transparent proxy in two
different locations. A split transparent proxy moves connec-
tion oriented traffic to a vendor computer 30 such as the cloud
where additional resource is available. In this fashion the
cloud/vendor computer 30 also has the state of the CPE 26
stored. This becomes useful for other things i.e. routing, VoIP,
failover, etc.

Additionally, this part of the system optimizes where com-
putation and storage occur. The decision is inserted through
the policy API into the transient termination handler SW
module. An adaptive algorithm measures CPE CPU, band-
width consumed, and storage consumed. The adaptive algo-
rithm “knows” the capability of the CPE 26 (i.e. are the
necessary SW modules to do any task available on the CPE 26
or are some of them located externally). If the necessary SW
modules are available on the CPE 26 and the CPE load metric
is below a threshold then the function is performed locally. If
the load metric is above threshold then the function is per-
formed externally, i.e. on computer 30. This optimizes where
compute occurs as load is distributed to wherever there is
available computation resources.

The decision on where to compute or store is made by the
combination of the 3 parameters plus heuristics. For example,
voice calls follow a specific pattern throughout the day in a
typical office. A call center will typically have a different
pattern of voice calls throughout the day. So, the algorithm
takes the statistics into account when the compute local or
compute external decision is made. For example, if the CPE
26 is below threshold but it is 12:59 and stats show that call
volume picks up materially at 13:00, the algorithm would
offload a new flow starting at 12:59 to the cloud 30 in antici-
pation of load increasing at 13:00. If load does not increase as
expected, a decision regarding flow at 13:30 may be made
differently.

The CPE heuristics are represented by a parameter that is
computed in the cloud (i.e. vendor computer 30) for that CPE
26 and that is updated as CPE state changes. As the cloud can
store the traffic statistics for a given CPE over a long period of
time it can “learn” what is the expected behavior is for that
device. This also provides an additional form of security for
the CPE 26 and system 14 as “normal” behavior is now
mapped and can be compared to current behavior. If the
current behavior of the CPE 26/system 14 is not “normal”
behavior then the system can alert.

The transient termination software is a key module in con-
trolling what happens to traffic.

A summary of the sequence of operations for classifying
and handing TCP-based flows is:

Software defined networking control such as OpenFlow is
configured to rewrite the IP headers and forward all TCP-
based traffic from each L AN interface to a defined TCP port.

A user-space process called the Transient Termination
Server, is listening on this port and its accept( ) call is
unblocked whenever a new TCP connection is established.

The Transient Termination Server receives make a con-
nect( ) call using a new socket to terminate the connection.

Masquerading as the server, the Transient Termination
Server reads application payload sent by the client and sends
the data to the DPI engine for classification.
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In some cases, the protocol can be identified from the client
data stream within the first few packets. In other cases, the
server data stream is needed to classify the protocol.

Once the protocol has been classified, the Transient Termi-
nation server looks up the handling policy configured by the
administrator from the policy cache in the CPE. Ifno policy is
defined, the CPE can request one from the cloud.

If the policy indicates the data should be handled by the
fast-path, then the Transient Termination Server in the CPE
creates a new TCP connection to the server, sends all appli-
cation data received from the client to the server, and invokes
anioctl( ) call to splice the client’s TCP connection and server
TCP connection. At this point the Transient Termination
Server has removed itself from the connection.

If the policy indicates the application payload data should
be sent to the cloud for malware inspection, then the Transient
Termination Server sends a control plane message to its peer
in the cloud, to request that it establishes a connection to the
server. The Transient Termination Server remains interposed
in the conversation between the client and the server.

In one example, all application level data received from the
client is sent to a user space process called the Transient
Termination Server. The Transient Termination Server uses a
Deep Packet Inspection engine to attempt to classify the
application protocol by inspecting the application payload.
Classification is usually possible within the first 3-7 packets
of'the conversation, including the three-way TCP handshake.

When a client application attempts to connect to a server
machine, OpenFlow rewrites the IP header of the SYN packet
with the IP address and port of the Transient Termination
Server and forwards the SYN packet to the CPE’s Linux
stack. The Linux stack completes the three-way TCP hand-
shake. The Transient Termination Server is notified via the
accept( ) call that a new connection has been established.

The Transient Termination Server recovers the port infor-
mation from the original TCP connection request and sends a
message to the Transient Termination proxy in the cloud. The
Transient Termination proxy in the cloud establishes a second
TCP connection to the destination server. This step is neces-
sary so that we can classify protocols like FTP where the first
application data is sent from server to client rather than from
client to server. The Transient Termination system relies on a
Kernel Loadable Module (KLLM), which supports functions
related to TCP connection splicing.

Referring now to FIG. 7, a schematic illustrating example
components of the CPE 26 is shown. In one example, the
computer 26 includes a processing device 310, a user inter-
face 314, a communication device 318, and a memory device
322. It is noted that the computer 26 can include other com-
ponents and some of the components are not required in every
example.

The processing device 310 can include memory, e.g., read
only memory (ROM) and random access memory (RAM),
storing processor-executable instructions and one or more
processors that execute the processor-executable instruc-
tions. In embodiments where the processing device 310
includes two or more processors, the processors can operate
in a parallel or distributed manner. The processing device 310
can execute the operating system of the computer 26. In the
illustrative example, the processing device 310 may also
execute a software module 326 such as a split transparent
proxy module.

The split transparent proxy module 326 allows a computer
26, customer premises equipment in particular, to communi-
cate with a vendor computer 30 and to distribute various
processing and storage tasks with the vendor computer 30.
The split transparent proxy module 326 may allow the com-
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puter 26 and vendor computer 30 to divide network traffic
computation and storage tasks to allow the computer 26 to
perform at a high bandwidth. The split transparent proxy
module 326 may perform the various tasks discussed herein.

The user interface 314 is a device that allows a user to
interact with the computer 26. While one user interface 314 is
shown, the term “user interface” can include, but is not lim-
ited to, a touch screen, a physical keyboard, a mouse, a micro-
phone, and/or a speaker. The communication device 318 is a
device that allows the computer 26 to communicate with
another device; such as computers 18, 22, vendor computer
30, or other computers 34. The communication device 318
can include one or more wireless transceivers for performing
wireless communication and/or one or more communication
ports for performing wired communication.

The memory device 322 is a device that stores data gener-
ated or received by the computer 26 and may provide data to
the processing device 310. The memory device 322 can
include, but is not limited to, a hard disc drive, an optical disc
drive, and/or a flash memory drive. The memory device may
include a flow table 330 which determines how each flow is
handled. The memory device 322 may also include a state
table 334 which defines the state of the CPE 26. The memory
device may also have other tables or modules 338 as are
necessary to implement the various tasks and examples dis-
cussed herein.

Referring now to FIG. 8, a schematic illustrating example
components of the vendor computer 30 is shown. In one
example, the computer 30 includes a processing device 342,
a user interface 346, a communication device 350, and a
memory device 354. It is noted that the computer 30 can
include other components and some of the components are
not required in every example.

The processing device 342 can include memory, e.g., read
only memory (ROM) and random access memory (RAM),
storing processor-executable instructions and one or more
processors that execute the processor-executable instruc-
tions. In embodiments where the processing device 342
includes two or more processors, the processors can operate
in a parallel or distributed manner. The processing device 342
can execute the operating system of the computer 30. In the
illustrative example, the processing device 342 may also
execute a software module 358 such as a split transparent
proxy module.

The split transparent proxy module 358 allows the vendor
computer 30 to communicate with a computer 26, customer
premises equipment in particular, to complete various pro-
cessing and storage tasks associated with the CPE computer
26. The split transparent proxy module 358 may allow the
vendor computer 30 to complete network traffic computation
and storage tasks to allow the computer 26 to perform at a
high bandwidth. The split transparent proxy module 358 may
perform the various tasks discussed herein.

The user interface 346 is a device that allows a user to
interact with the computer 30. While one user interface 346 is
shown, the term “user interface” can include, but is not lim-
ited to, a touch screen, a physical keyboard, a mouse, a micro-
phone, and/or a speaker. The communication device 350 is a
device that allows the computer 30 to communicate with
another device; such as computers 18, 22, and 26. The com-
munication device 350 can include one or more wireless
transceivers for performing wireless communication and/or
one or more communication ports for performing wired com-
munication.

The memory device 354 is a device that stores data gener-
ated or received by the computer 30 and may provide data to
the processing device 342. The memory device 354 can
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include, but is not limited to, a hard disc drive, an optical disc
drive, and/or a flash memory drive. The memory device may
include a flow table 362 which determines how each flow is
handled. The processing device 342 may be used to create the
flow table 362 and the communication device 350 may be
used to transmit the flow table 362 to the CPE 26. The
memory device 354 may also include a state table 366 which
defines the state of the CPE 26. The processing device may
update the state table 366 as the state of the CPE 26 is updated.
The memory device may also have other tables or modules
370 as are necessary to implement the various tasks and
examples discussed herein.

The above description of illustrated examples of the
present invention, including what is described in the Abstract,
are not intended to be exhaustive or to be limitation to the
precise forms disclosed. While specific embodiments of, and
examples for, the invention are described herein for illustra-
tive purposes, various modifications are possible without
departing from the broader scope of the present invention.
Indeed, it is appreciated that the specific examples are pro-
vided for explanation purposes and that other values may also
be employed in other embodiments and examples in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer implemented method comprising:

determining which gateway functions of a computer net-

work are to be performed locally on a customer premises
and which are to be performed remotely therefrom, the
determining comprising

receiving, by customer premises computer equipment, a
TCP-based data flow from a client;

the customer premises equipment rewriting an IP header
of the data flow and using the rewritten IP header to
forward the data flow to a defined TCP port;

a transient termination server process operating in user
space of the customer premises equipment, listening
to the defined TCP port, and reading an application
payload sent by the client;

the transient termination server process sending data
corresponding to the data flow to a deep packet
inspection engine for protocol identification;

identifying, by the deep packet inspection engine, a pro-
tocol associated with the data flow;

the transient termination server process looking up,
based on the protocol identified by the deep packet
inspection engine, a handling policy from a policy
cache stored in the customer premises equipment; and

the customer premises equipment assigning one or more
gateway functions corresponding to the data flow to
be performed either locally or remotely according to
the handling policy.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining further
comprises the customer premises equipment requesting a
handling policy from a remote vendor computer if no relevant
handling policy is defined in the policy cache.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the handling policy
indicates that the data should be handled by a fast-path and
wherein the method comprises the transient termination
server process creating a new TCP connection to a remote
vendor computer, sending all application data received from
the client to the remote vendor computer, and splicing the
client’s TCP connection and server TCP connection whereby
the transient termination server process removes itself from
the connection.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the handling policy
indicates the application payload data should be sent to a
remote vendor computer for malware inspection and wherein
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the method comprises the transient termination server send-
ing a control plane message to the remote vendor computer to
request that the remote vendor computer establish a connec-
tion to the server whereby the transient termination server
process remains interposed in a conversation between the
client and the vendor computer.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining further
comprises sending all application level data received from the
client to the transient termination server process and the tran-
sient termination server process using the deep packet inspec-
tion engine to attempt to classify an application protocol by
inspecting the application level data.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining further
comprises the customer premises equipment rewriting an [P
header of a client SYN packet with an IP address and port of
the transient termination server process and forwarding the
SYN packet to a customer premises equipment stack.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining further
comprises:

the transient termination server process recovering port
information from an original TCP connection request;

the transient termination server process sending a message
to a transient termination proxy process on a remote
vendor computer; and

the transient termination proxy process establishing a sec-
ond TCP connection to a destination server.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining further

comprises:
the customer premises equipment storing a flow table that
controls processing of data flow based on known char-
acteristics of a data flow;
a remote vendor computer storing the flow table; and
using the flow table to provide fast path processing through
the customer premises equipment.
9. The method of claim 8, wherein the determining further
comprises the remote vendor computer updating the flow
table.
10. The method of claim 8, wherein the determining further
comprises:
modeling characteristics of the customer premises equip-
ment as a state;
storing a model of the customer premises equipment on the
remote vendor computer; and
handling TCP-based data flow as rules engines that can
modify the state of the customer premises equipment
when needed.
11. A computer system comprising:
a customer premises computer equipment comprising at
least one hardware processor operably connected to
memory, the memory storing instructions programmed
to determine which gateway functions of a computer
network are to be performed locally on a customer pre-
mises and which are to be performed remotely there-
from, the determining comprising:
receiving a TCP-based data flow from a client;
rewriting an IP header of the data flow and using the
rewritten IP header to forward the data flow to a
defined TCP port;

operating a transient termination server process in user
space to listen to the defined TCP port and read an
application payload sent by the client;

sending data corresponding to the data flow to a deep
packet inspection engine for protocol identification;

identifying, by the deep packet inspection engine, a pro-
tocol associated with the data flow;
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looking up, based on the protocol identified by the deep
packet inspection engine, a handling policy from a
policy cache stored in the customer premises equip-
ment; and

assigning one or more gateway functions corresponding
to the data flow to be performed either locally or
remotely according to the handling policy.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the customer premises
equipment is further programmed to request a handling
policy from a remote vendor computer if no relevant handling
policy is defined in the policy cache.

13. The system of claim 11, wherein the handling policy
indicates that the data should be handled by a fast-path and
wherein the customer premises equipment is programmed to
create a new TCP connection to a remote vendor computer,
send all application data received from the client to the remote
vendor computer, and splice the client’s TCP connection and
server TCP connection to remove itself from the connection.

14. The system of claim 11, wherein the handling policy
indicates the application payload data should be sent to a
remote vendor computer for malware inspection and wherein
the customer premises equipment is programmed to send a
control plane message to the remote vendor computer to
request that the remote vendor computer establish a connec-
tion to the server whereby the transient termination server
process remains interposed in a conversation between the
client and the vendor computer.

15. The system of claim 11, wherein the customer premises
equipment is further programmed to send all application level
data received from the client to the transient termination
server process and the transient termination server process
uses the deep packet inspection engine to attempt to classify
an application protocol by inspecting the application level
data.
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16. The system of claim 11, wherein the customer premises
equipment is further programmed to rewrite an IP header of a
client SYN packet with an IP address and port of the transient
termination server process and forward the SYN packet to a
customer premises equipment stack.

17. The system of claim 11, wherein the customer premises
equipment is further programmed to:

recover port information from an original TCP connection

request;

send a message to a transient termination proxy process on

a remote vendor computer; and

wherein the remote vendor computer is programmed to:

establish, via the transient termination proxy process, a

second TCP connection to a destination server.

18. The system of claim 11, wherein the customer premises
equipment is further programmed to store a flow table that
controls processing of data flow based on known character-
istics thereof; and

wherein a remote vendor computer is programmed to store

the flow table; and

wherein the system is programmed to use the flow table to

provide fast path processing through the customer pre-
mises equipment.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the remote vendor
computer is further programmed to update the flow table.

20. The system of claim 18, wherein the system is pro-
grammed to:

model characteristics of the customer premises equipment

as a state;

store a model of the customer premises equipment on the

remote vendor computer; and

handle TCP-based data flow as rules engines that can

modify the state of the customer premises equipment
when needed.



